
From NAACP Article  

The Rodney King trials opened up the public’s eyes to the real danger Black and brown communities 

face from police in America. 

 

Now countless victims like George Floyd, Philando Castile, Breonna Taylor and now Daunte Wright, 

Michael Brown, and many more, have had their obituaries reopened, edited, rewritten, day after day. 

Our country has been relegated to no longer allowing the victim to Rest In Peace, but forcing their 

lives     to be marred by public perception, criticism, and opinions as a method of rationalizing death as 

if our lives are expendable. Enough Is Enough.  

 

Decade after decade, the community’s relationship with Police Departments across the country 

continue to be largely fractured because of a lack of trust and the lack of accountability enforced. 

 

A badge should never be a shield for accountability. It’s more than time for our justice system to 

reflect that. 

 

Congress must act as a first step to addressing the ongoing issue of police brutality at the federal 

level by ending qualified immunity and enacting a federal database so we have transparency with the 

law enforcement that serves our community. 

A guilty verdict of Chauvin, the killer of George Floyd, only proves that this country is still able to 

find a pulse. It does not mend the decades of damages enacted on the Black community at the 

hands of law enforcement. True healing comes with legislation that protects our communities, 

breeds safety and trust, and holds our law enforcement to a higher standard. 

 

Chauvin is only the sixth officer to have been convicted of murdering someone while in the line of 

duty in the last 15 years. It took releasing graphic and traumatizing video        evidence from witnesses 

and a year of unrest to get this sliver of accountability. 

 

Until we achieve substantive police reform legislation that can ensure policing works for all 

communities, the fight against police brutality continues on. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

FAST FORWARD to 2020-2021 

 

 

Day 7 - Policing - How People of Color Experience Law Enforcement 



  While we’re relieved that the jury came to the correct decision, we will not be placated with    

  crumbs of justice – there’s still more work to be done. 

 

  It is important to continue keeping the pressure on the necessary justice our country has   

  demanded – substantive legislative change to policing as a whole. 

The question….is Derek Chauvin’s eye stare one of indifference or just pure WHITE PRIVILEGE or 

WHITE SUPREMACIST MINDSET? 

Does White Privilege fuel the actions of police? 

WE ASK OURSELVES, WERE WE RELIEVED? 

Article 

Why is American Justice System So Unfair? 

https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari/watch/why-is-america-s-justice-system-so-unfair-

110695493647 

 
 

 

 

Article 

The Look In Derek Chauvin’s Eyes Was Something Worse Than Hate: Eyes of Indifference 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/24/us/derek-chauvin-eyes-indifference-blake/index.html 
 

 

 

 

Fact: There have been 6 police killings since the Chauvin conviction. 

 

 

 
 

• The modern police force started in the early 1900s, but its origins date back to 

the colonies. 

 

• In the South in the 1700s, patrol groups were created to stop runaway slaves. 

Through systemic racism, the original reasons for creating patrol groups or 

police remain a part of the implicit biases that possibly fuel the actions of police 

officers today, along with white supremacist ideology and white privilege. 

 

• Now, police departments across the country are facing accusations of brutality 

and racial profiling. 

American Police History & Culture 

https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari/watch/why-is-america-s-justice-system-so-unfair-110695493647
https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari/watch/why-is-america-s-justice-system-so-unfair-110695493647
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Articles 

Police Response At The Capitol Brings Claims of ‘White Privilege’ 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/police-response-at-the-capitol-we-saw-white-privilege-on-display 

 

Hidden in Plain Sight: Racism, White Supremacy, and Far-Right Militancy in Law Enforcement 

https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-

and-far-right-militancy-law 

 

 

Racial Profiling: Definition 

https://www.aclu.org/other/racial-profiling-definition 

 

 

 

TED Talks 

White Privilege How to Recognize Your White Privilege 

https://www.ted.com/talks/peggy_mcintosh_how_to_recognize_your_white_privilege_and_use_it_to_fi

ght_inequality 

 

 

Police Accountability 

https://www.ted.com/talks/dr_phillip_atiba_goff_how_we_can_make_racism_a_solvable_problem_and

_improve_policing#t-142538 

 

Challenge: The challenge for today is to simply realize all of the ways that Black and Brown 

people experience racism and think about how we must eliminate our personal biases, realizing our 

complicities. 

Let’s look at White Privilege to understand the connection  

between attitudes and actions of policing 
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