
 

  Day 21 - Anti-Racism…A Call to Action 

“Antiracism is a transformative concept that reorients and reenergizes the conversation 

about racism, pointing us toward liberating ways of thinking about ourselves and others.” 

Ibram X. Kendi 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Differences 

 

Definitions 

Racism - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racism 

Institutional Racism - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institutional_racism 

Oppression - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oppression 

 

Racist: Those who support racist policies through their actions, and in-actions, normalizing racial 

inequities that have an adverse impact on certain groups or individuals of certain groups based on skin 

color or ethnic origin. 

Anti-racist: Those who take action against racial hatred, bias, systemic racism, and the oppression of 

specific groups. Anti-racism is a conscious effort and purposeful action towards providing equal 

opportunities for all people. 

 

 

Article 

What It Means To Be Anti-Racist 

https://www.vox.com/2020/6/3/21278245/antiracist-racism-race-books-resources-antiracism 

 

No one is born racist or anti-racist; these result from the choices we make. Being anti-racist 

results from a conscious decision to make frequent, consistent, equitable choices daily. These 

choices require ongoing self-awareness and self-reflection as we move through life. In the absence 

of making anti-racist choices, we (un)consciously uphold aspects of white supremacy, white-

dominant culture, and unequal institutions and society. Being racist or anti-racist is not about who 

you are; it is about what you do. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institutional_racism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oppression
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/3/21278245/antiracist-racism-race-books-resources-antiracism


 

Article 

Being Antiracist 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/topics/being-antiracist 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TED Talk 

Racism Thrives On Silence – Speak Up! 

https://www.ted.com/talks/dexter_dias_racism_thrives_on_silence_speak_up?language=en#t-2924 

 

 

 

House Bill 1141, Action 2 

From Forward Through Ferguson 

 

Activity in Jefferson City this week and in particular Monday: Many in our community 

submitted comments to the public hearing for HB 952, which sought to ban the 1619 project in 

Missouri public schools. There is potential amendment language that includes not just the 1619 

project but also Teaching Tolerance, Educational Equity Consultants, and We Stories. That bill has 

not yet been given a floor date so we decided to reach out to those better informed and watch the 

bill progress. 

 

Today (Wed.), the same amendment language was attached to a bill already on the house floor, 

whose name was amended to accommodate a variety of harmful attachments. This bill is HB 1141. 

The amendment is 23. The final amendments (including the one that bans 1619, Teaching 

Tolerance, Educational Equity Consultants, and We Stories) will be voted on tomorrow. The bill will 

likely be perfected and voted on tomorrow as well. 

http://www.westories.org/blogposts/2021/4/27/hb-1141-update-and-action  

 

In Missouri House Bill 1141, Missouri state lawmakers are threatening to rewrite the narrative of 

history, removing the presence of systematic oppression, racism, and colonization from history 

books, lesson plans, and school curriculum throughout the state. 
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1. Reach out to your State Senator to express your concern and opposition to this bill. Their 

reticence around this bill is helping it to stay where it is.  

• Find your State Senator at https://www.senate.mo.gov/legislookup/default.aspx  

2. Because we are also troubled and outraged about the amendment about the transgender 

student athlete ban, you can find the list of priority senators who ProMo is focusing on at 

https://promoonline.org/.  

• ProMo is prioritizing contact with members of the Education Committee, starting with 

Senator Cindy O'Laughlin and Senator Elaine Gannon, and the 5 GOP who voted for 

Senator Greg Razer’s MONA (Missouri Non-Discrimination Act)-style amendment: 

Senators Jason Bean, Justin Brown, Dan Hageman, Lincoln Hough and Caleb 

Rowden. 

o You can find more information about the Education Committee at 

https://www.senate.mo.gov/jced/index.htm.  

o You can find the complete list of Missouri Senators at 

https://www.senate.mo.gov/2021-senator-listing-2/. 

3. Senator Razor’s Amendment – House Representatives who stood in opposition: 

• Representative Rasheen Aldridge said “This isn’t hate. This is our reality.” He spoke 

about how he felt as a Black man coming off the announcement of the Chauvin 

verdict and then facing this legislation. 

• Representative LaKeySha Bosley said "It's not preserving history if the only 

perspective is yours… American history is also African American history… which 

means my perception and my reality matters. My voice and my pain matters. I 

absolutely matter. So getting rid of a perspective just because you don't like it...? You 

don't like that R word...You don't like that racist word at all but I need you to look at 

what that means and then look at your actions...In order for us to heal, one of the first 

steps is confession. America has to own the atrocities we've engaged in.” 

• Representative Ashley Bland Manlove said "You might as well say you can't study 

African American history because it is averse to what you were taught. Don't be 

scared of information. Learn it. Digest it. Figure out how you can apply it to your 

life." 

• Visit https://house.mo.gov/MemberRoster.aspx for a complete list of the Missouri 

House of Representatives. 

• You can find more information about Senator Razer’s amendment at 

https://www.thepitchkc.com/push-to-ban-lgbtq-discrimination-failed-in-missouri-

senate-advocates-vow-to-fight-on/. 

 

 

 

Suggested Reading 
How To Be An Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi 

https://www.ibramxkendi.com/how-to-be-an-antiracist  

 

Stamped From the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America by Ibram X. Kendi 

https://www.ibramxkendi.com/stamped 
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https://www.senate.mo.gov/jced/index.htm
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https://www.thepitchkc.com/push-to-ban-lgbtq-discrimination-failed-in-missouri-senate-advocates-vow-to-fight-on/
https://www.thepitchkc.com/push-to-ban-lgbtq-discrimination-failed-in-missouri-senate-advocates-vow-to-fight-on/
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5 Days: The Fiery Reckoning of An American City by Wes Moore, With Erica L. Green 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/588769/five-days-by-wes-moore-with-erica-l-green/ 

 

Deculturalization and the Struggle for Equality: A Brief History of the Education of Dominated Cultures 

in the United States by Joel Spring 

https://www.amazon.com/Deculturalization-Struggle-Equality-Sociocultural-Historical/dp/1138119407  

 

The Whiteness of Wealth: How the Tax System Impoverishes Black Americans – And How We Can Fix It 

by Dorothy A Brown 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/591671/the-whiteness-of-wealth-by-dorothy-a-brown/ 

 

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson 

http://warmth.isabelwilkerson.com/ 

 

 
 

Also Check Out 

The Family Learning Program teaches families how to use picture books as a tool to talk to 

their children about race and start ongoing and meaningful family habits that counteract racism. 

http://www.westories.org/join 
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