
 

Day 18 – School-To-Prison Pipeline 

 

 

 
 

Educational Inequities 
 

 

 

What is the School-To-Prison Pipeline? The term school-to-prison pipeline (STPP) “refers to the collection of 

policies, practices, conditions, and prevailing consciousness that facilitate both the criminalization within 

educational environments and the processes by which this criminalization results in the incarceration of youth and 

young adults” (Morris, 2012, p. 2). It is the process of tracking Black, Latino, and students with disabilities out of 

educational institutions, directly and/or indirectly, into the juvenile justice system and subsequently into the adult 

criminal justice systems. The use of zero tolerance policies and the presence of School Resource Officers (SROs) in 

schools perpetuate the mandate of exclusionary punishments. 

 

TED Talk 

School To Prison Pipeline – Youth For RISE Advocacy Network 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O6eFKtco4Jc 

 

 

Articles 

ACLU of Missouri Report Highlights Racial Disparities in School Discipline 

https://news.stlpublicradio.org/education/2017-10-12/aclu-of-missouri-report-highlights-racial-disparities-in-

school-discipline 

 

 

School Suspension Data Shows Glaring Disparities in Discipline By Race 

https://www.usnews.com/news/education-news/articles/2020-10-13/school-suspension-data-shows-glaring-

disparities-in-discipline-by-race 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Some Stats on Suspensions 

• Black students received 13.7% of out-of-school suspensions, more than any other 
racial/ethnic group 

• American Indian/Alaska Native students received 6.7% of out-of-school suspensions 

• Students of two or more non-Black races received 5.3% of out-of-school suspensions 

• Hispanic and Pacific Islander students received 4.5% of out-of-school suspensions 

• White students received 3.4% of out of school suspensions 
 

Missouri Discipline Policies 

https://dese.mo.gov/financial-admin-services/school-governance/grievance/student-discipline 
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Dismantling the School-To-Prison Pipeline 

Challenge 

WHAT MORE DO YOU THINK CAN BE DONE to dismantle the School-To-Prison Pipeline? 

TED Talk 

School Suspensions Are An Adult Behavior 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8nkcRMZKV4 
 
 

 Some Suggestions… 
 

❖ Comprehensively assess the racial disparities in the administration of discipline 

❖ Take steps to ensure that discipline is appropriately and equitably applied to all students 

❖ Reduce and redefine the role of School Resource Officers in schools (Matos, 2014) 

❖ Consider the superintendent’s office to oversee the suspension and expulsion of Black students for non- violent offenses. 

❖ Instead of suspension, incorporate a restorative justice program. 

❖ Involve parents and students in restructuring disciplinary actions. 

❖ Develop a student/teacher advocate process where teachers and/or administrators advocate for students as well as 

reassess and question disciplinary rules. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8nkcRMZKV4

