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AKBERET BOYKIN FARR

Vice President of 
Human Resources

Emerson

DONNA ERBS

Partner
Strategic Growth

Anders CPAs + Advisors

CONSTANCE GULLY

President and 
Chief Executive Officer

Parents as Teachers 
National Center

CAROLYN KINDLE

Chief Executive Officer
St. Louis CITY SC

NALINI MAHADEVAN

Principal Attorney
MLO Law, LLC

CHRISSY NARDINI

President
American Metals Supply

NATALIE SELF

Senior Vice President, 
Equitable Economic Impact

Cortex

SHELBY SCHAGRIN

Founder
The Spirit of St. Louis 

Women’s Fund

MARILYN ROBINSON, MSW, Ed.D

PRESIDENT’S AWARD

2023  LEADERS OF DISTINCTION

Honorees were nominated by the community and selected by an independent 
panel comprised of members of YWCA’s Academy of Leaders.

Y W C A  L E A D E R  LU N C H  CO M M I T T E E
2023 CHAIR

Dr. Cynthia Bentzen-Mercer | Bentzen Performance Partners

Sheila Burkett | Spry Digital 
Gloria Carter-Hicks | Hicks-Carter-HIcks

Dr. Molly Cline
Rhonda Garrett | Cigna

Villajean Jones | Life Care Centers of America
JoAnne Levy | Mercy

Julie Lowe | TorchLight Hire LLC
Bridget Marzette-Bender | Mercy 
Laura Owens
Lydia Padilla | TRC Staffing Services
Daphanie Pointer | Bayer

Y W C A  M E T R O  S T.  LO U I S  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
CHAIR WOMAN

Cathy Arshadi | Commerce Trust Company

Dorothy Carlin | Simply Strategy
Erica L. Glanz | Bunzl  North America

Karen Jordan | Dentons US LLP 
Dayna Stock, Ph.D. | The Rome Group

VICE-CHAIR WOMEN

TREASURER 
Julie D. Davidson

SECRETARY
Amy Williams | Edward Jones

Lindsay Auer | Standing Partnership
Ruth Barasa | NaRfula Financial Solutions, LLC

Katie Barnes | ARTERNAL
Meghan Brown | Weber Shandwick, Inc.

Kerry Caverly | Parents As Teachers
Virgie L. Chaffen, Jr. | Bi-State Development/METRO

Julie Donnelly | St. Louis CITY SC
Angie Earlywine | Cushman & Wakefield

Rhonda Garrett | Cigna
Rebecca Guzmán | YWCA Young Ambassadors

Jackie Janus | FleishmanHillard St. Louis
Shloe Jeffery | Bayer U.S.

Villajean M. Jones | Life Care Centers of America
Colleen Lucas | Anheuser-Busch

Genetta Robinson | YWCA Head Start Policy Council
Aisha White | RubinBrown

Stephanie White | Phyllis Wheatley YWCA Committee On Administration

PRESIDENT & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Dr. Cheryl Watkins, MBA | YWCA Metro St. Louis



YWCA is thrilled to partner with The Women’s Creative to offer a high-end, 
curated shopping experience featuring women-owned businesses. 

Wrap up your holiday shopping with our impressive selection 
of gifts – beauty, accessories, clothing, art and more!

BID ON ONE OR MORE AMAZING EXPERIENCES, 
CREATED ESPECIALLY FOR LEADER LUNCH ATTENDEES!

Complete list can be found at ywcastl.org/event/LL43

LEARN MORE ABOUT YWCA METRO ST. LOUIS’ 
CRUCIAL SERVICES FOR WOMEN

YWCA is the largest women’s advocacy organization and the 
only dual-services (domestic and sexual violence) agency in the 

region. Your gift helps us provide life-saving services at 
no cost to women and families in need.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

WE EXPECT THIS AMAZING EVENT TO SELL OUT. 
DON’T WAIT!  BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

*as of date of printing

SUPPORT WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS
AT OUR PRIVATE HOLIDAY BAZA AR!THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS*

PLEASE JOIN US!
For more than four decades, YWCA’s Leader Lunch has led the 
region, setting the bar for recognizing women’s extraordinary 
professional and volunteer contributions to the St. Louis 
community. Attendees can expect an event packed with 
opportunities to celebrate our honorees, shop our private 
boutique, network, and support YWCA!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2023
10:30 AM  |  Registration and Shopping

12 NOON  |  Lunch and Awards

UNION STATION HOTEL GRAND BALLROOM
1820 Market Street  |  St. Louis, MO 63103

TABLE FOR 10:  $2,000
INDIVIDUAL TICKETS:  $200

REGISTER ONLINE
YWCASTL.ORG/EVENT/LL43

PLEASE REGISTER BY NOVEMBER 1, 2023

Questions & Sponsor Opportunities
afrey@ywcastlmo.org

314.531.1115 X5230


